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The Funding The

Europe
Challenge

e €£10,000 from the European Cultural Foundation

e prings together libraries and communities to address Europe’s
key transitions - social, digital, green

e implementing creative solutions via libraries with community
partners

e mentoring, training, and sharing professional best practice
across Europe




The Challenge Europe

Challenge

e Scottish teachers report abuse of devices by pupils
(Behaviour in Scottish Schools 2023); as do library staff

e pupils worry about online content normalising prejudice (TIE

Scotland Focus Groups 2025)

e only 1in 5 English parents feel very confident about what their
child is doing online (Digital Childhoods Survey 2024)

e 21% increase in online child sexual abuse and exploitation in
2023-24 (Police Scotland)




The Challenge The :

Europe
e 96% of P6 pupils in East Lothian agree they know Challenge

how to stay safe online (East Lothian SEE Survey 2024-25)

e 34% of 8-12 year olds haven't talked to their parents about online
safety in the last year, rising to 48% for ages 12-15 (CyberSafe
Kids Ireland 2025)

e meanwhile, adults are making decisions about young people’s
technology use

e challenge presents an opportunity for discussion and inter-
generational learning




The Solution*

e an interactive, family learning group of young people (6-11) and
their grown-ups based in Wallyford Learning Campus

e facilitated by youth work and library professionals

e open conversations around digital wellbeing, internet safety,
misinformation, and decision-making around technology use

e co-create aresource for wider use (East Lothian, Scotland, and
beyond!)

*or a start, at least!




Not pictured: Katy, Isla, Fraser
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Information session

Getting to know each other & our digital lives
Devices & screen time

Online bullying & social media

Library resources, computer games, filming \

Break for Easter

Al (with CyberSkills Live) . .
, when libraries are...
Resource-making (part 1) —GUIDES

Resource-making (part 2)
Resource-making (part 3)
Break for artist to do his magic!
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Resource review & editing
Summer holidays
“Tech Titans” comic book launch
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How do | keep safe online? How do | keep safe online?

What happens next? What happens next?
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The Launch




What's next?

e getting the comic book out there and used in schools,
community centres, libraries, and other organisations with help
of participant and volunteer ambassadors

developing training guide and programme for using comic book

extending learning for parents, children, teachers, community
and library workers

keeping up-to-date as technology changes and develops

helping East Lothian be a leader in supporting their communities
In their online lives

we need your help!
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Questions for you

menti.com | code 2495 7936




What are the key issues or themes around digital wellbeing
and safety that are most pressing for your service users,
communities, and/or own families?

What is your service already doing to engage

families and young people in conversations

around digital wellbeing? menti.com
code 2495 7936

Where and how in your service could the TechTalk comic,
resources, and learnings enhance your provision?




Thank you

Carolyn Dineen
cdineen@eastlothian.gov.uk
Senior Librarian - Schools & Young
People's Services
East Lothian Libraries

share your ending,
get a digital comic,
and find more info
at the QR code
above or at:
padlet.com/
techtalkeastlothian/techtalk

Emma Laverie
elaveriel@eastlothian.gov.uk

Youth Development Officer
Connected Communities
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